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STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE GROUP OF 77 AND CHINA BY MS. NADA
TARBUSH, FIRST SECRETARY AT THE M ISSION OF THE STATE OF PALESTINE T O

THE UNITED NATIONS, ON DRAFT RESOLUTION AjC.S j73 jL. 31 ENTITLED
"FINANCING OF TH E UNIED NATIONS INTERIM FORCE IN LEBANON ", AT THE

SECOND RESUMED PART OF THE SEVENT Y-THIRD SESSIO N OF THE FIFTH
COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(New York, 22 May 2019)

Mad am Chair,

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Gro up of 77 and China and express our
tha nks to the Secreta ry-Genera l for his reports on the financi ng of the United Nations
Int erim Force in Leban on (UNIFIL), as conta ined in documents Aj73j627, Aj73 j735
and to the Chair of th e Advisory Committee on Administ rative an d Budgetary Ques tions
for the related re port conta ined in docum en t Aj73j755jAdd.Z.

Mad am Cha ir,

2. In resp onse to General Assembly resolution 72/299, the Secreta ry-Genera l sta tes in
his r epo rt that Israel has not paid the amount of $ 1,11 7,005 due as accounts receivab le
for UNIFIL resu lting from the tragic incident in Qana on 18 Apr il 1996. The Secretary­
Gen eral furt he r explains that he has received no response to his subse que nt lett ers
addressed to th e Permanent Mission of Israel in this regard, the latest da te d 10 January
20 19.

Madam Chair,

3. The Group of 77 and China stresses once aga in that the amount due from th e incident
in Qana on 18 April 1996 should be paid by Is rael, and requ es ts the Secreta ry-Genera l
to report on this matter to the General Asse mbly at its seventy-fourt h sess ion.

4. In this regard, the Group of 77 and China is the sponsor of preambular paragraph (4)
an d operative paragra phs (4), (5) and (13) of draft reso lut ion AjC.5 j73/L.3 1, and of the
draft reso lut ion as a whole, ent itled "Finan cing of th e United Nat ions Interim For ce in
Lebanon".

Madam Chair,

5. I wo uld like to reiterate the appreciation of the Grou p of 77 and China to the
Secre ta ry- Genera l for his efforts in this regard an d to the United Nations Interim Force
in Leban on for their sacrifices and pos itive con tr ibution to resto ring peace and secur ity
in the reg ion.

I tha nk you.


